
LOURDES A LEON GUERRERO

GOVERNO& MAGA'HACC

JOSHUA F. TENORIO

LT. GOVERNOR, SIGUNOO MAG^'LAHI

GovERtttuerur or Gunu

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIG HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES

DIPATTAMENTON SALUT PUPBLEKO YAI' SETB/S'OA' SUS'AI

Date

-lll 
cPngurnsni3

UNOA UNPINGCO DENORCEY. TPH
DIRECTOR

I.AURENT SF DUENAS, MPH, BSN, RN
DEPI,ITY DIRECTOR

March 11.2020

PRESS RELEASE NO.:2020 - 058

No Confirmed Cases of COVID-l9 While Influenza-Like Illness and
Pneumonia Cases Have Decreased Since Late2019

The Guam Department of Public Health and Social Services (DPHSS) continues to work with
local and federal partners to address the potential threat of the virus that causes COVID-19.

Currently, there are no confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Guam. Guam continues to assess the

situation as it evolves. With any change in status, anticipate timely notification.

DPHSS monitors influenza-like illness (ILI) and other syndromes, including pneumonia, on a

weekly basis using emergency room data. Syndromic surveillance for ILI can be an early

waming system for potential outbreaks of respiratory illnesses like COVID-l9. Cases of
influenza-like illness at the Guam Memorial Hospital's emergency room, Guam's current

syndromic surveillance site, peaked at the end of November 2019 at 60-70 cases per week and

have decreased to 20-30 cases per week in 2020. This pattem is also observed in all of the

morbidity reports received from other hospitals and health care clinics.

Influenza-like illness and pneumonia visits

at Guam Memorial Hospital during 2019-2020 flu season

July 22,20L9 through February 17,2020
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It's uuntntly flu and nespiratory discase season and the U.S. Centers for Djsease Control und
Prevention (CnC) rec,otnmcuds gcuing a flu vaccino, taking everydny prevcntive acrions to help
stop tho 

rytuud 0lgerms, and taking flu antiviruls if pre.rcribed, While flu and COVID-19 may
have simllar syruptottru, ullowing DPHSS to monitor COVID-19 using )LI surveillance, having a
fcvcr and cough doos not ncvcssarily rneult ttrat you have COVID-I9. Cunently, the Guam
Public He.rlth l-ab can test fbr COVID-19 dt the Hnlnii Srute Laboraiorios l)ivision and Gtnm is
following thcir criteria for a I'Ul, Guum hss csu! uut a physicians' alert to inform hcalrh carc
providcrs of thc ncw criteria for a PUl. If you arc ill and experiencing symploms consistent with
COVID'I9 or flu or n cold, coll your health care provider aud tcll rhem thnt you have or msy
have C()VID-19. 'fhiu will help thc hcalth care provider's offis€ take sreps to keop crther peoplc
frorn geuing infected or exposcd.

Everyone in our conlnrunity cari takc stcps now to prepare for this cmerging public health tlueat
by doing cvcryday preven(ative mei$ures and prevcnt thc sprosd ofall ,tspJrato.y illncsses:

r Wash your hands.often with soap Bnd wsler for at leasr ?-0 seconds. However, if soap ancl
watcr a{e not readily available, usc alcohol-bascd hand sanitlzer that cuu[aifls at lenst
60% alcohol.

. Avoid touching your mouth, eyes, ond nose with unwashe<l hanrl-q.

' Avoid close conracr with people who are sick.
. Praoticc proper cough eriqucrtc * cover your mclrlh snd nose with a tissue, thcn throw the

tissuc il tlrc lrush.

' Clean and disinfecr frequently touched objects or surfbcss.
. Stey honre ryhen you are .sick - do not go to work or school.
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